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Sunday 25th October 2020 

30th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Introduction 

The Pharisees (The separated ones) and the Sadducees (The righteous ones) are mentioned 
throughout the Bible, but what do we really know about them? 
In Christian writing the Pharisees are almost always seen in a negative light, as legalists and 
hypocrites. This is most likely early Christian polemic against Jewish / Rabbinic leadership and does 
not tell the whole story.  The Pharisees were a particularly observant group within Judaism, much 
concerned with obeying religious laws, especially those relating to ritual purity. This is of course why 
they were so concerned with Jesus' association with tax collectors, prostitutes, lepers and all who 
would have been seen as ritually unclean. They believed that there was a resurrection to new life after 
death. They had a lot of influence among the ordinary people. It is highly likely that Jesus himself was 
from a Pharisee family. 
 The Sadducees, unlike the Pharisees, did not believe there was a resurrection after death, nor did they 
believe in angels and spirits. Theirs was a particularly bleak view of life and death. However, they 
were mostly priests and wealthy / powerful community leaders. They served on the Sanhedrin 
(Temple Council). They were mostly Hellenized Jews, that is, they were heavily influenced by Greek 
thought. They maintained their power through cultivating good relations with the Roman occupiers, 
which of course alienated them from groups such as the Zealots, Pharisees and the Essenes. 
 
God bless, 
Fr Morrough 

Mass Intentions: Carmelo Bone RIP, Emanuela Bone RIP, Rosa Houghton RIP. Robert Houghton 
RIP, Martha Hardman RIP, Rita Egerton Bone RIP, John Farley (A). 

LD: Lately dead, A: Anniversary, BA: Birthday Anniversary, B: Birthday, S: Sick, M: Memorial, WA: Wedding Anniversary 

MASS TIMES St William of York St Ethelbert’s 
Monday 26th  October 
 

9.30am  
 

 

Tuesday 27th  October 
 

 9.30am 
 

Wednesday 28th   October 
 

7pm 
(Confession 6.15pm-6.50pm) 

 

Thursday 29th    October 
 

No Mass No Mass 

Friday 30th    October 
 

 9.30am 

Saturday 31st   October 
 

 12 noon  
(Confession 11.15am-11.50am) 

Sunday 1st November  
 

9.30am. 11.30am, 7pm. 
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First Holy Communion 

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions both schools will make their First Holy Communions on 
different days. Fr Andrew will also assist me in these celebrations. 
I have decided that both of these celebrations (for family only) will take place on 
consecutive Saturdays in November (14th & 21st). Consequently there will be none of the 
usual Saturday services or Mass on those days.   St William's children managed to make 
their First Reconciliation just before 'Lockdown' and their date for First Holy Communion has 
still to be decided but will hopefully also be in November or early December at the latest. I 
wish to express my thanks firstly to Fr Andrew for his continued help with this and also to 
the members of staff of all our three primary schools for their dedication to our children and 
their support in bringing our children to the sacraments.  
Fr Morrough. 

Bags4Church.  Lockdown has given us an 
opportunity to clear out!    Please bag up and 
bring you unwanted clothes to either church 
no later than 15 November.   In addition to 
providing clothes for those in need, we also 
receive a donation for the parish 
. 

November Holy Souls.   November is 
the month of the Holy Souls. Envelopes will be 
available at the back of both churches for 
those who wish to put names of their loved 
ones they wish to be remembered at Mass. 
Please collect an envelope at the back of 
church, complete with details and your 
offering.  Father Morrough will place the 
names on the altar during November and we 
will pray for the repose of their souls 
throughout the month. 

Christmas hamper raffle.  We will not 
be able to have our Christmas fairs this 
year.  So sad that children will not be able to 
meet Father Christmas in person but if they 
are very good, he will still drop in to their 
homes on Christmas Eve.   However, we will 
hold a Christmas Raffle.   This will be a 
Christmas hamper raffle.  If you feel you are 
able to add a Christmas luxury item to make 
up a hamper, please let Agnes Lloyd-Holt and 
Gemma Pendlebury know and the item you 
are able to donate, 
agnes.lloydholt@gmail.com or 

gemmapendlebury@eversheds-
sutherland.com   Tickets will be available at 
both churches from mid-November. Thank 
you for your support.  
 

Parish shop. Christmas cards and gifts are 
on order.  Piety items and Mass cards still 
available.  We are not currently permitted to 
display but they are still available so if you 
require cards, gifts, crosses, statues, rosaries, 
cribs, jewellery, first holy communion, other, 
please do let Father, Gemma, Agnes or Una 
know and we can supply. Your support is 
appreciated.  
 

St Ethelbert’s 200 Club Winners 
11/10/2020 Pat Carey, 18/10/20 Tony Borg 

Christ the Redeemer Parish 

Collections: Offertory collection from 
both churches was £534.29.  The bank 
statement at the end of September 
showed that there have been £751.00 in 
Gift Aided donations and £1500.00 in 
other donations. Thank you for your 
generosity.
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