
Sunday 6th June 2021 

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

Introduction 

 
The Solemnity of 'The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ' or 'Corpus Christi' is when the 
Church celebrates the 'Real Presence' of the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus 
Christ in the elements of the Eucharist. 
The feast of Corpus Christi was proposed by Saint Thomas Aquinas to Pope Urban IV, in 
order to create a feast focused solely on the Holy Eucharist (On Holy Thursday during Holy 
Week, the commemoration of the Last Supper focuses mainly on the washing of the 
disciple’s feet). 
The celebration of this feast was suppressed in Protestant churches during the Reformation 
for their own theological reasons, although Lutheranism maintained the belief in the 'Real 
Presence'. Today most Protestant churches do not recognize the feast day. The Church of 
England abolished it in 1548 as the English reformation progressed, but later reintroduced 
it. Most Anglican churches now observe Corpus Christi, sometimes calling it 'Thanksgiving 
for Holy Communion', a title which falls short of officially recognizing the 'Real Presence'. 
Although this may be the official stance of the Church of England, I know many Anglicans 
and indeed Methodists, who believe in the 'Real Presence' as firmly as we do. This is the one 
great stumbling block that prevents Roman Catholics and Anglicans from being able to 
receive the Eucharist together. 
 
Fr Morrough 

 

Mass Intentions: Janine Holden (A), Kevin 
Shuttleworth (B), Headteacher and all staff at 
Mount St Joseph (Sp.Int), James Lee (BA), 
Special Intention to the Sacred Heart, Philip 
Clarence Platt (A). 
 
LD:  Lately dead, A: Anniversary, BA: Birthday Anniversary, 

B: Birthday, S: Sick, M: Memorial, WA: Wedding Anniversary, 

Sp.Int: Special Intention 

 

Recently Died: Barbara Ann Lane. 
 
Eternal rest give unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen. 



Guidance on returning to Mass in church: 
As the vaccine rollout increases there are more people 
who may have been watching the many livestreamed 
Masses, who would now like to return to Mass in 
person. I can quite understand that some may be 
fearful or concerned. Others who have not even been 
able to watch livestreamed Mass may feel nervous 
that they will have forgotten what to do or some of 
the prayers. 
If you do want to return to church, can I first say how 
delighted I and all your brothers and sisters will be to 
see you back among us. There are many faces we 
have missed since last year and I look forward to 
seeing you all again. If you are one of these people, 
can I remind you that the obligation to attend Mass is 
still lifted and there is no pressure on you to attend in 
person, but if you do want to return to church can I 
suggest that you 'ease' yourself back into Mass by 
attending some midweek Masses first? There are far 
fewer people in church during the week which 
hopefully will allay some of your fears, and you will be 
able to get back into the 'swing of things' without 
feeling pressured. Once you’re comfortable with 
midweek Mass, then think about attending on 
Sunday. Our parish is not just buildings but the 
community that occupies those churches for worship. 
I look forward to the day when we can all unite again 
in our journey of faith. 
 

St William's Piety Shop: Since last week’s 
announcement that the Piety Shop was stocked and 
ready to open, nobody has come forward to volunteer 
to take this on. It is only fifteen minutes before and 
after Mass and if we get a few volunteers for a rota it 
will not be a great burden on anyone. Please give this 
some thought and come to see me after Mass if you 
would like to volunteer. All our other volunteers are 
busy enough serving their church in their own 
ministries. Thank you. 

 

St Ethelbert’s Book of Remembrance: This 
book will be updated on 29th June, if you would like 
the name of a loved one entered please pick up a 
form from the Sacristy. Each entry is £10.00. 

 

Gift Aid Envelopes: There are still 10 packs of 
envelopes at St William’s that have not been collected 
which is understandable if those people have not yet 
returned to Church. Please let Fr Morrough or Julie 
know if they are still required so that we can get them 
to you, or, if circumstances have changed we need to 
know so that Eileen, the Gift Aid co-ordinator, can 

update records. Thank you. 

 
 
 

Thanks to your support, CAFOD has been helping 
communities around the world cope with the 
pandemic. Just in Zambia, in the past year, our reports 
show we’ve been able to reach 1,234,200 people with 
messages on COVID-19, provide 13,312 people with 
access to safe water, train 392 frontline health 
workers from Zambia’s 11 dioceses on how to prepare 
and respond to COVID-19 in their local communities 
and donate over 1000 handwashing hygiene stations 
in communities to support handwashing measures. 
Thank you for standing alongside people in Zambia, 
for supporting people in more than 30 other countries 
worldwide and for continuing to keep them all in your 
prayers. 

 

St Ethelbert’s Book of Remembrance: This 
book will be updated on 29th June, if you would like 
the name of a loved one entered please pick up a 
form from the Sacristy. Each entry is £10.00 

 

Gift Aid Envelopes: There are still 10 packs of 
envelopes at St William’s that have not been collected 
which is understandable if those people have not yet 
returned to Church. Please let Fr Morrough or Julie 
know if they are still required so that we can get them 
to you, or, if circumstances have changed we need to 
know so that Eileen, the Gift Aid co-ordinator can 

update records. Thank you. 

 

New Publication: Fr Michael Winstanley SDB who 
is the Rector of the Salesian House at Thornleigh, has 
just published a new book called, 'An Introduction to 
Mark'. It is available from 'Don Bosco Publications' and 
is priced at only £3. 
Fr Michael taught me at seminary and is a well known 
scholar of the New Testament. I will be getting myself 
a copy and can testify to the easy way Fr Michael 
teaches some difficult topics.  

 

St. Ethelbert’s 200 Club Winners: Weekly 
winner: 30/5/21 Anne Walmsley £50, 
Congratulations!  

 

Christ the Redeemer Parish Collections: 
From both churches £ April standing orders (Gift aid & 
other donations) £1254.00.   Thank you very much for 
your generosity.  
 


